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85 81
Vytas Reid’s outlook

SUNDAY: Mostly sunny with afternoon
thunderstorms. High: 87
SUNDAY NIGHT: Isolated thunderstorms then

CBS12 News, Chief Meteorologist Vytas Reid,
d 1100 Fairfield Drive, West Palm Beach, FL 33407.

88 80

Humid; a morning
shower
Winds: SE 7-14

Tuesday

Day Night

High Low

85 79

Cloudy, a t-storm;
humid

Winds: ESE 8-16
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PEOPLE ON THE MOVE

By Cindy Kent
South Florida Sun Sentinel

Medical

Verdell Larkins, a registered nurse at
Harbor Beach Nursing and Rehabilitation
Center in Fort Lauderdale, was recognized
by the Florida Health Care Association
as the 2021 Registered Nurse of the Year.
Larkins was recently honored at the asso-
ciation’s 2021 Long Term Care Excellence
in Nursing Awards, held in St. Pete Beach.

Seif Elbualy, M.D., joined Marcus
Neuroscience Institute at Boca Raton
Regional Hospital, part of Baptist Health, as
the director of interventional pain manage-
ment, from the Comprehensive Center for
Pain Management at Boca Raton Regional
Hospital, where he was director. He is an
affiliate assistant professor at the Charles
A. Schmidt College of Medicine at Florida
Atlantic University.

Albert Boulenger was selected to
succeed Brian E. Keeley, president and
chief executive officer of Baptist Health
South Florida. Keeley, who began his
career as an administrative resident with
Baptist Hospital in 1969, will retire in 2022.
Boulenger is executive vice president and
chief operating officer. He began his career
with Baptist Health in 1985 at South Miami
Hospital. In 1994, he was named chief
executive officer of Homestead Hospi-
tal, and in 2006 he became chief execu-
tive officer of Baptist Hospital. In 2018, he
assumed his current role as executive vice
president and chief operating officer of
Baptist Health.

Manufacturing

Neuvana LLC announced the addition
of three new members to its scientific
advisory board. They are: Dr. Geraldine
Dawson, William Cleland Distinguished
Professor of Psychiatry and Behavioral
Sciences at Duke University, where she
also is professor of Pediatrics and Psychol-
ogy & Neuroscience; Dr. Erminia M.
Guarneri, integrative cardiologist and
thought leader specializing in holistic
medicine and co-founder and medical
director of Guarneri Integrative Health
at Pacific Pearl La Jolla, California. She
is also the founder and president of the
Academy of Integrative Health and Medi-
cine and former president of the American
Board of Integrative Holistic Medicine.
Guarneri also co-founded the Scripps
Center for Integrative Medicine and was
its medical director until 2013, and Dr.
Michael Mannino who has held various
professional roles, including training and
development instructor, assistant profes-
sor, instructor, and program director at
Miami Dade College and the University
of Miami.

Literary

The West Palm Beach Library Foun-
dation, a nonprofit that raises funds for
Mandel Public Library programs, added
two new members to its Board of Directors:
philanthropist Hon. Ann W. Brown, and
senior director of development at Florida
Power & Light Jill Dvareckas. In addition,
current Board Member Steven Mayans
was appointed as legal counsel for the
Foundation’s board of directors.

Law

Ward Damon in West Palm Beach
announced associate attorney Basil D.
Sabbak has joined to its practice.

The Family Law Section of the Florida
Bar announced its newly elected Execu-

tive Committee for 2021-2022, and three
South Florida lawyers were elected:
Heather L. Apicella, chair, partner with
Gladstone & Weissman P.A., Boca Raton
and Fort Lauderdale; Christopher W.
Rumbold, secretary, principal of the
Law Office of Christopher W. Rumbold
PLLC in Fort Lauderdale; and Douglas A.
Greenbaum, immediate past chair, princi-
pal of Douglas A. Greenbaum P.A. in Fort
Lauderdale.

Education

Florida Atlantic University’s Christine E.
Lynn College of Nursing welcomed Timo-
thy G. Snow, president of the George Snow
Scholarship Fund, to its advisory board.

Governmental

During the City of Tamarac’s May 12
commission meeting, John R. Herin Jr.,
Esq., a partner with Fox Rothschild LLP,
was named Tamarac’s city attorney. Previ-
ously, Herin was city attorney for Mara-
thon, Islamorada, Miami Lakes, Doral,
Biscayne Park and Palmetto Bay.

North Miami City Manager Theresa
Therilus, Esq., was honored recently with
the 2021 Finance Award in Government
from the South Florida Business & Wealth
Magazine. The finance awards recognize
South Florida professionals in the finan-
cial industry. Therilus was admitted to the
Florida Bar and the California Bar. She
has worked as a legal adviser for Miami-
Dade County and is a former Assistant
Attorney General for the State of Florida
in Consumer Protection and Economic
Crimes.

The Broward County Commission
selected Monica Cepero to succeed
Bertha Henry as County Administrator,
upon Henry’s retirement in March 2022.
Cepero was the Environmental Policy
Adviser to former Gov. Jeb Bush. Since
joining Broward County, she worked with
Henry as part of the executive team for
13 years, working four as Deputy County
Administrator. In her new role, Cepero
will oversee an annual budget of $5.4
billion and 6,600 employees, as well as
Fort Lauderdale-Hollywood International
Airport, Port Everglades and the Greater
Fort Lauderdale Convention & Visitors
Bureau. Broward is the 17th largest county
inthe U.S. and has a population of approxi-
mately 2 million people.

Real estate

NAIOP South Florida hosted the 42nd
annual Awards of Excellence, where
professionals in the commercial real estate
industry for 2020 were announced. Indi-
viduals that were recognized include:
Broker Team of the Year: Industrial: CBRE
team of L. Tom O’Loughlin, Larry Genet,
Larry Dinner, Jake Zebede, Michael
Oretsky; Investment: CBRE’s South Flor-
ida Institutional Capital Markets Team of
A. Chilgren, A. Julian, C. Lee, J. Lobon,
M. Minaya, T. Rappa, R. Rose; Office:
Avison Young’s Landlord Agency Team,
Ft. Lauderdale, of L. Blumer, J. Cope, G.
Martin; Retail: JLL Miami Retail Team
of K. Fernandez-Espinosa, A. Kaye, L.
Koniver, R. Romero, Z. Winkler. Broker
the Year: George Pino of State Street
Realty; Member of the Year: Christopher
Thomson of Cushman and Wakefield and
Rookie of the Year: Alex VanDresser of
Cushman & Wakefield.

Email promotions, appointments, new
hires to peopleonthemove@sunsentinel.
com Contact ckent@sunsentinel.com, 954-
356-4662, or Twitter @mindingyourbiz

Federal agriculture officials are launching what could be the largest grasshopper-killing
campaign since the 1980s amid an outbreak of the drought-loving insects. U.S. DEPARTMENT OF
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First a drought,
then a plague

In the West, feds battling an
outbreak of grasshoppers
that strip rangelands bare
By Matthew Brown

Associated Press

BILLINGS, Mont. — A punishing drought
in the U.S. West is drying up waterways,
sparking wildfires and leaving farmers
scrambling for water. Next up: a plague of
voracious grasshoppers.

Federal agriculture officials are launching
what could become their largest grasshop-
per-killing campaign since the 1980s amid an
outbreak of the drought-loving insects that
cattle ranchers fear will strip bare public and
private rangelands.

In central Montana’s Phillips County,
more than 50 miles from the nearest town,
Frank Wiederrick said large numbers of
grasshoppers started showing up on prai-
rie surrounding his ranch in recent days.
Already they’re beginning to denude trees
around his house.

“They’re everywhere,” Wiederrick said.
“Drought and grasshoppers go together and
they are cleaning us out”

Grasshoppers thrive in warm, dry
weather, and populations already were up
last year, setting the stage for an even bigger
outbreak in 2021. Such outbreaks could
become more common as climate change
shifts rainfall patterns, scientists said.

To blunt the grasshoppers’ economic
damage, the U.S. Department of Agricul-
ture this week began aerial spraying of
the pesticide diflubenzuron to kill grass-
hopper nymphs before they develop into
adults. Approximately 3,000 square miles in
Montana are expected to be sprayed, roughly
twice the size of Rhode Island.

Agriculture officials had seen this year’s

infestation coming, after a 2020 survey
found dense concentrations of adult grass-
hoppers across about 55,000 square miles
in the West.

A 2021 grasshopper “hazard map” shows
densities of at least 15 insects per square
yard in large areas of Montana, Wyoming
and Oregon and portions of Idaho, Arizona,
Colorado and Nebraska.

Left unaddressed, federal officials said
the agricultural damage from grasshoppers
could become so severe it could drive up beef
and crop prices.

The program’s scale has alarmed environ-
mentalists who say widespread spraying will
kill numerous insects, including spiders and
other grasshopper predators as well as strug-
gling species such as monarch butterflies.
They’re also concerned the pesticides could
ruin organic farms adjacent to spray zones.

“We’re talking about natural areas being
sprayed, this is not cropland,” said Sharon
Selvaggio, a former U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service biologist now with the Xerces Soci-
ety, a conservation group focused on insects.

If spraying is delayed and grasshoppers
grow larger and more resilient, federal offi-
cials could resort to two more toxic pesti-
cides — carbaryl and malathion, according
to government documents.

Selvaggio said pesticides could drift into
areas not being targeted and kill beneficial
insects such as bees that pollinate crops.
“The toxicity is more than enough to kill
bees,” she said. “This is not adequate protec-
tion.”

Organic farmers are divided on spray-
ing. Some are concerned about losing their
organic certification for years if they inad-
vertently get pesticides on their crops, while
others are willing to tolerate spraying out of
deference to their neighbors’ problems, said
Jamie Ryan Lockman, director of Organic
Montana.



